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2025 Maryland General Assembly Recap

Overview

The Maryland General Assembly completed its 90-day session at 11:59 PM on April 7, 2025.  This, by all accounts, 

was one of the toughest legislative sessions in recent memory.  There were numerous bills on the schedule last night 

that did not get final approval as the clock ran out on both houses.  These bills will surely be resurfaced in the future. 

The legislature went into the session knowing they had to close a $3B budget deficit, which was later increased to 

nearly $3.5B due to write downs of expected revenues to the state due to current economic conditions.  The budget 

situation was amplified by chaotic conditions at the Federal level with executive orders that stop grant funding in 

many areas, mass layoffs of federal workers, and massive implantation of tariffs.  These issues shed light on 

Maryland’s economy overreliance on Federal dollars, whether through agency spending for those located in the 

state, our disproportionate number of federal workers who reside in Maryland, and direct Federal grants.  These 

circumstances and the legislature’s failure to address structural deficits for the past few decades found the State 

looking at cuts to programs as well as the need to increase revenues to balance the State’s budget as required by 

the State Constitution.  The Budget Bill and Budget Reconciliation and Finance Act (BRFA) were not passed until the 

final day of session, 8 days after it was supposed to be passed.  This budget crisis shifted focus from other work and 

forced a majority of committees to focus on legislation that had an impact on the budget as either a cut or raising 

additional revenue.

There is a high probability that the legislature will reconvene for a special session later this year.  This may be 

necessary if the economic conditions continue to deteriorate, necessitating an additional write-down in expected 

revenues, which would require additional spending cuts and/or finding new sources of revenue.  

Bill Review

MTC tracked 68 total bills related to tourism issues.  MTC submitted written testimony 37 times and in-person 

testimony 10 times.  We collaborated with several other entities when providing testimony including, but not limited 

to, the Maryland Hotel Lodging Association, Marland Destination Marketing Organization Association, Restaurant 

Association of Maryland, Maryland Municipal League, Maryland Chamber of Commerce and Maryland Non-Profits.  

MTC continues to raise its profile within the State as a powerful advocacy organization and have found that other 

organizations and elected officials contact us more and more for input and support for legislation.
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HB0017

Internet Gaming - Authorization and Implementation

Failed

This bill would have authorized internet gaming in Maryland with funding received going directly to the school 

operating budget of each county

MTC opposed this bill as it would have negative effect on those tourism businesses that surround the brick-and-

mortar casinos.  This bill has been introduced before in a similar format and will likely return in future sessions as 

the State looks to raise additional revenues.  The casinos opposed the bill this session due to the high tax amount on 

I-gaming revenues.  When the bill has a more tax-friendly position for the casinos, we will likely see them switch to 

support this bill.

HB0029/SB0917

Electronic Payment Transactions - Interchange Fees - Calculation and Use of Data

Failed

This bill would have required credit card processors to separate all parts of a transaction into separate parts and 

prevent processing fees to be charged on certain portions.  This bill failed to move out of the House and was 

withdrawn in the Senate after an unfavorable committee report.

MTC opposed this bill as the credit card companies threatened to end or drastically modify reward programs for 

cards they offer, which they insist are paid for by these charges.  MTC opposed the bills as elimination or drastic 

curtailing of these rewards programs would have a negative impact on tourism in the State.  We did split from the 

Restaurant Association on this matter as they supported the legislation.  It should be expected that this bill will be 

re-introduced.

HB0042/SB0134

Solid Waste Disposal Surcharge and Wasted Food Reduction and Diversion Fund and Grant Programs - Established

Failed

This bill would have implanted a $2 per ton surcharge on waste haulers to help pay for composting programs in the 

State.  The bill made it out of the House but failed to get a hearing in the Senate.  

MTC took no position on this matter.
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HB0087/SB0132

Short-Term Rentals and Home Amenity Rentals - Taxation, Regulation, and Crimes

Failed

This bill originally was meant to bring short-term rentals (e.g. AirBnB and VRBO) to have to comply with health 

regulations in the same manner that hotels are required to comply.  It was also being used as vehicle to provide 

centralized tax collection of the hotel tax.  This bill was later abandoned for a much more robust bill related to STRs.

MTC originally monitored this bill only as it believed that a new bill would be introduced which would supersede this 

bill, which ultimately happened.  

HB0105

Department of Transportation - Grant Anticipation Revenue Vehicle Bonds - Light Rail Replacement Vehicles

Failed

This bill would have allocated federal funds to help pay for the replacement of light rail cars for the MTA.  It also 

allowed funds to be used to increase security on the light rail system.  

MTC took no position on this bill.

HB0163/SB0079

Motor Home and Recreational Vehicle Shows in Worcester County - Permit for Out-of-State Dealers

Passed

This bill would allow out of state dealers to display at the Ocean City RV show under certain conditions.  This bill was 

passed last year but ultimately vetoed by the Governor  This year’s bill was modified to address the Governor’s 

concerns. 

MTC supported this bill again this year with written and oral testimony.

HB0169/SB0064

State Designations - State Natural History Museum - Natural History Society of Maryland

Failed

This bill would have designated the Natural History Society of Maryland as the State natural history museum.  The 

bill failed to advance out of either house.  

MTC took no position on this bill.
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HB0300/SB0127

State Government - Grants and Contracts - Reimbursement of Indirect Costs

Passed

This bill alters the rate at which nonprofit organizations receiving State–funded grants or contracts may be 

reimbursed for indirect costs to the De Minimis rate.

MTC took no position on this bill.

HB0350/SB0319 and HB352/SB0321

Budget Bill and BRFA of 2025

Passed

This is the annual Budget Bill and Budget Reconciliation and Finance Bill which is the only constitutionally mandated 

bill that the legislature must pass.  There are several elements of these bills that are directly related to tourism, 

specifically the budget allocation for the Department of Commerce and sports tourism grant programs administered 

by the Maryland Sports Commission.  The Governors proposed budget included full funding for all of these entities 

at the prior year’s level.  The Department of Legislative Services made recommendations of drastic cuts to all tourism 

related funding, including cutting the Maryland Tourism Development Board’s funding by 50%, cutting the Michael 

Busch Amateur Sports Grant by 50% and the Major Events Fund reduced by 50%.  The House passed a version of the 

bill that only reduced the MTDB funding by 25%, fully funded the Youth and Amateur Sports Grant, and reduced for 

the Major Events Fund to $7.5 million in FY26 and further reducing it to $5 million annually beginning in FY27.  The 

Senate called for the same 25% reduction for MTDB that the house passes, fully funded the  Youth and Amateur 

Sports Grant as well as the Major Events Fund. The conference committee for the bill ultimately opted to use the 

Senates proposed funding levels for these items in the final bill.  The budget also includes a new 3% Tech Tax on IT 

services.  This was a hot button issue and had lengthy debate on the floor of both chambers.  Sen Guzzone admitted 

that they will likely have to amend that tax in the future.

MTC was very active in defending the tourism budget and sports tourism grant money.  MTC meet with the Chief of 

Staff for the Secretary of Budget and Management early in the session.  MTC testifying in person at the budget 

hearing for MSA and the Department of Commerce in both the House and Senate.  MTC also worked behind the 

scenes to advocate for tourism funding.  While tourism did receive some cuts it was not as dramatic as first proposed.  

MTC and its members must continue to advocate for the industry to not only get back to previous funding levels but 

to expand that funding to higher levels in the future.
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HB0385

Consumer Protection - Automatic Tip Prompt Screen – Requirements

Failed

This bill would require businesses using a POS system to include a disclaimer in the tip screen about how tips will be 

distributed and requiring default amount to be zero.  This bill made it out of the House but failed to pass the Senate 

through non-action.  This bill will likely be reintroduced.

MTC took no position on this bill.

HB0469/SB0050

Local Government - Annapolis and Anne Arundel County Conference and Visitors Bureau Designation

Passed

This bill was a technical change bill ensuring that the correct name for VAAAC was included in COMAR to 

preemptively head off any issues in the future due to an incorrect official name being present in COMAR.

MTC supported this bill with written testimony.

HB0498/SB0427

Economic Development - Delivering Economic Competitiveness and Advancing Development Efforts (DECADE) Act

Failed

This was a complete overhaul of the Department of Commerce by adding, combining, and eliminating some 

programs under the Department.  From a tourism perspective this bill did not address any aspect of tourism directly.  

This bill likely died due to the ongoing budget negotiations and will likely be reintroduced in the next session.

MTC provided an information letter for this bill to discuss how tourism was left out of the bill and may have an effect 

on or be directly affected by this overhaul of the department.

HB0541/SB0365

Department of Commerce - Nonprofit Organizations Navigator – Established

Passed

This bill creates an entity within Dept of Commerce to assist non-profits with grant applications process.

MTC did not take a position on this bill.
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HB0570/SB0803

Talbot County - Hotel Rental Tax - Time of Penalty for Nonpayment

Failed

This bill would have added a late fee assessment for entities not paying the hotel tax in a timely manner.  This bill 

passed out of the house but did not get a hearing in the Senate.

MTC did not take a position on this bill.

HB0655/SB0798 

Beverages - Temporary To-Go Event Permit and Class C Per Diem Municipal To-Go Beer, Wine, and Liquor License

Passed

This bill establishes a temporary to-go event permit in Wicomico County.

MTC did not take a position on this bill.

HB0656/SBSB0799

Wicomico County - Alcoholic Beverages Licenses - Athletic and Event Facility License

Failed

This bill would have authorized Class B license for Athletic and Event Facilities.  This bill was withdrawn by the 

sponsor.

MTC did not take a position.

HB0685/SB0826

Garrett County Alcoholic Beverages Act of 2025

Passed

This bill establishes the Class BC-resort beer, wine, and liquor license.  This bill appears to be written specifically for 

WISP Resort.

MTC did not take a position on this bill.
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HB0705

Real Property - Short-Term Rentals

Failed

This bill would have prohibited county or municipal government to prohibit an individual from offering their 

residence as a short-term rental even if that individual was a lessee or sublessee of that property.  This bill did not 

move at all.  Discussion around this bill in committee center on not limiting local control of their community.

MTC did not take a position on this bill.

HB997/SB0324

Admissions and Amusement Tax - Food and Beverages

Failed

This bill intended to add a 3% tax on food and beverages as a means to raise money for the state.  This bill was 

opposed heavily by the restaurant industry particularly.  The bill appeared to die after the committee hearing.  

However, during the late budget negotiations it had quick revival, but ultimately failed to move.  We will need to 

continue to monitor bills like this as the State looks to drive revenues in future budgets.

MTC opposed this bill with written testimony and works closely with RAM on this matter.

HB1001/SB0562

State Designations - State Cocktail - Original Maryland Orange Crush

Passed (Kinda)

This bill added a State designation of the Original Maryland Orange Crush as the State Cocktail.  The bill had 

unanimous support out of the house, but the Senate did not take up the bill after crossover and it never received a 

vote in the committee.  However, a late moved on Sine Die by Del. Hartman amended the State Designation Bill for 

the State Mineral to also include the Orange Crush as the State Cocktail.  The bill was sent back to the Senate who 

concurred with the amendment and passed the bill with their last act of the 2025 General Assembly Session.  While 

this bill technically failed the language of the bill was amended to SB0764 which was passed.  

MTC aggressively supported the bill with written and in person testimony.  MTC was joined by the creators of the 

drink, Harborside Grill from Ocean City, Marci Ross from the Department of Commerce and Secretary of Agriculture 

Kevin Addicks which was mentioned in the floor speech in the Senate concurring with the House amendment.
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HB1005

Income Tax - Tips or Gratuities - Subtraction Modification (No Income Taxes on Tips Act)

Failed

This bill would exempt tips from income tax calculations.

MTC did not take a position on this bill.

HB1016/SB0672

Economic Development - Baltimore Convention and Tourism Redevelopment and Operating Authority –

Established

Passed

This bill was amended to not yet create the Redevelopment and Operating Authority but further the previously 

established taskforces mission to identify the necessary funding sources for the renovation and operation of the 

Baltimore Convention Center in the future.  The taskforce has until Dec. 1, 2025 to issue a report regarding the 

funding sources for the redevelopment plan.  

MTC supported this bill with written and in-person testimony.  We worked closely with the BCC and Visit Baltimore 

on the testimony and the MTC Executive Director works on the Taskforce.

HB1026/SB0636

Frederick County - Alcoholic Beverages - Tasting Permits

Passed

This bill made some technical changes to the Tasting Permit issued by Frederick County.

MTC did not take a position on this bill.

HB1103/SB0979

Local Government - Accommodations Intermediaries - Hotel Rental Tax Collection by Comptroller

Passed

This bill was passed under a heavily amended version of the Senate Bill.  This bill establishes the authority of the 

Comptrollers Office to impose and collect the Hotel Tax for short-term rentals in the State.  This moves the collection 

for counties that were already collecting this tax to the Comptrollers Office.  The bill was heavily modified after 

committee hearings and meetings with stakeholders.  The amended bill caps the administrative fee that the 

Comptroller may retain to 1.5% of the tax collected. It also requires the Comptroller to remit the tax collected to the 
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individual counties/municipalities before the of the month following the month for taxes were collected.  During the 

debate during final passage there were additional amendments proposed and then withdrawn as the bill does not 

go into effect until 2027 and there were promises given to work out the issues related to the amendments during 

the interim.  It is highly likely there will be amendments to this law during the next legislative session.

MTC originally opposed this bill with written testimony.  We changed the position to monitor as discussions about 

amending the bill began.  The final version of the bill was released after hearing occurred and was sent to the Senate 

floor for a vote without further input from stakeholders.  We will need to continue to monitor this law as we move 

closer to implementation in 2027 and to see if there are additional modifications to the bill language in future 

legislative sessions.

HB1184/SB0477

Port of Deposit State Historical Park - Size and Scope

Failed

This bill would have extended the deadline for the site to be turned over as a park and modified the size of the park.

MTC took no position on this bill.

HB1228

Department of Commerce - Montgomery County Agricultural Reserve Study MC 15-25

Passed

This bill creates a study for the tourist and visitor economy of the Montgomery County Agricultural Reserve.

MTC took no position on this bill.

HB1277/SB0638

Department of Natural Resources - Savage River Lodge - Hotel Rental Surcharge

Failed

This bill would have required DNR must collect 8% hotel tax at Savage River Lodge and with 6% back to promoting 

the County.  The bill was withdrawn in the Senate but did receive a favorable report in the House.  This would have 

treated the lodge like all other hotels in the County.

MTC submitted testimony in support of this bill as it would have provided additional tourism marketing funds for 

the County.
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HB1278/SB0763

Garrett County - Hotel Rental Tax – Alterations

Failed

This bill would have imposed the hotel tax on to Short-term rentals in Garrett County with proceed going to support 

tourism marketing in the County.

MTC supported this bill with written testimony.  This bill now becomes moot given that SB0980 passed which 

imposes the hotel tax on all STRs statewide.

HB1327/SB0980

Natural Resources - Maryland Heritage Areas Authority - Funding and Grants

Passed

This bill authorizes the Maryland Heritage Areas Authority to award grants and loans to certain entities for the 

management of certified heritage areas under certain circumstances; establishing a maximum funding amount of 

$300,000 for certain grants, not to exceed 80% of the estimated project cost; decreasing from 10% to 7%, or 

$600,000, whichever amount is greater, the percentage of Program Open Space funds transferred to the Maryland 

Heritage Areas Authority Financing Fund that may be used for certain operating expenses.  

MTC supported this bill with written testimony.  MTC worked with Heritage Area Directors to develop testimony and 

talking points for our testimony on this topic.  This bill was passed via the Senate version of the bill.

HB1370/SB0881

Transportation - Regional Transportation Authorities

Failed

This bill was a transportation funding bill that was relying on tourism generated funds to increase funding sources 

for road projects in the State.  It would have added a 1% tax to hotel tax and .5% on sales tax in certain jurisdictions 

to pay for transportation projects.

MTC was opposed to this bill and provided written testimony against its passage.  
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HB1400/SB0823

No Tax on Tips Act

Failed

This bill would have excluded tips from state income tax, increasing min. wage to $20/hr.  The bill sponsor tried using 

the exclusion of tips from income taxes as a vehicle to increase the minimum wage to $20/hr.

MTC did not take a position on this bill but did work closely with RAM.  

HB1451/SB0779

Climate Solutions Affordability Act of 2025

Failed

Bill would have delayed the implementation of the Climate Solutions Now Act until it was economically feasible for 

business.

MTC did not take a position on this bill.

HB 1458/SB0809

Declaration of Rights - Right to Minimum Wage for Tipped Workers

Failed

This bill would have added a ballot question to add language to the Maryland Constitution to state that all workers 

must make the minimum wage regardless to if they make tips.  This bill was withdrawn.

MTC did not take a position on this bill.

HB1523

Howard County - Room Rental Tax - Maximum Rate and Distribution Ho. Co. 18-25

Failed

This bill would have increased the hotel tax in Howard County with all additional funds collected being distributed 

to Visit Howard County.  This bill received a favorable report but was a causality of the final day running out of time 

because the bill was introduced after the cross over deadline.

MTC supported this bill with written testimony.
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HB1554/SB1045

Sales and Use Tax - Taxable Business Services – Alterations

Failed

This bill would have applied sales tax to services.  Ultimately this bill failed but was partially revived in the budget as 

a 3% tax on IT services.

MTC opposed this bill with written testimony.

SB0016

Natural Resources - Maryland Heritage Areas Authority - Funding and Grants

Failed

This was the first attempt at restructuring the Heritage Areas Authority funding.  This bill was withdrawn and 

rewritten as SB980

MTC was monitoring this bill only as we were aware there would be changes coming to  it.

SB0053

Natural Resources - Commercial Crab Harvest - Start Time

Failed

This bill extended the harvest dates for commercial crabbing

MTC did not take a position on this bill

SB340

Internet Gaming - Authorization and Implementation

Failed

This bill would have authorized internet gaming in Maryland with funding received going directly to the school 

operating budget of each county

MTC opposed this bill as it would have negative effect on those tourism businesses that surround the brick-and-

mortar casinos.  This bill has been introduced before in a similar format and will likely return in future sessions as 

the State looks to raise additional revenues.  The casinos opposed the bill this session due to the high tax amount on 

I-gaming revenues.  When the bill has a more tax-friendly position for the casinos, we will likely see them switch to 

support this bill.
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SB0355

Family and Medical Leave Insurance Program - Delay of Implementation

Failed

This bill would have delayed the implementation of the Family and Medical Leave law.  This bill did not 

make it out of committee.

MTC did not take a position on this bill

SB0642

Courts - Prohibited Liability Agreements - Indoor Trampoline Parks

Failed

This bill would have modified the law that was passed last year that prohibits limitation of liability in 

contracts for recreational facilities and have it applied only to trampoline parks.

MTC supported this bill with written testimony.  MTC will work with the bill sponsor to try and reintroduce 

a version of this bill next session.


